
Please contact Thetford Academy 
or an ODW member school for 

more information:
ODW-USA Director 
Thetford Academy 

(802) 785-4805, ext 208 
taodw@thet.net 

Local Member Schools 
Hanover High School 

(603) 643-3431 
Lebanon High School 

(603) 448-2055 
Newton School, Strafford 

(802) 765-4351 

Thetford Academy’s Website: 

www.odwusa.org

Citations
www.haiti-micah.org/haiti-facts.html
www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/
ha.html
http://www.earthyfamily.com/H-Culture.htm
http://www.foodbycountry.com/Germany-to-Japan/Haiti.html

Past Projects
	
	  ODW-USA is now in its eleventh year in the United 
States. Its success is due to the unwavering support and interest 
of the students, as well as each school’s administration, faculty, 
and community at large. 
       This year’s project supports school fee assistance in Haiti.  
The project is sponsored by Partners In Health in Boston, MA.  
Four major storms hit Haiti in 2008 and left families without 
food, clothing, or homes.  This year’s project will provide school 
fee assistance to help nearly 2,000 children  who have HIV-
positive parents. HIV/AIDS awareness education will also be 
provided in the communities for parents and children. 
       In 2008, ODW-USA raised $26,000 to support a newly 
renovated health clinic in Kigutu, located in Burundi, Africa, the 
sixth poorest country in the world. The project included HIV/
AIDS education and treatment for 19,000 villagers. 
       In 2007, ODW-USA raised $26,000 to create six foster homes 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. This project supported orphans at the 
Selamta Children’s Home via The Human Capital Foundation in 
White River Junction, VT. 
       In 2006, ODW-USA raised $26,000 to help orphaned head-
of-household youth in Rwanda train for and obtain jobs to 
support both themselves and their siblings. 
       In 2005, ODW-USA helped children in Vietnam by raising 
almost $40,000 to educate girls about animal husbandry. 
       In 2004, ODW-USA raised $10,600 to help five projects: 
$2,000 for Rwandan orphans, $3,000 for Ethiopian orphans, 
$3,000 to help a Kenyan health clinic, $600 to help Israeli youth, 
and $2,000 to help Vietnamese girls.
        In 2003, ODW-USA raised $28,000 to help support four 
secondary schools in Bangladesh.  Over 2,000 students benefitted 
from this project. 
       In 2002, ODW-USA raised $30,000 which was sent to the 
Glimmer of Hope Foundation in Ethiopia.  This project helped 
improve the learning conditions for 3,000 children in the Oliqa 
Dingil School.
        In 2001, ODW-USA raised   $40,000 to send to Educate the 
Children in Nepal.  This    project   provided 351 scholarships 
for Nepali youth, repaired facilities in eight schools, and trained 
teachers.
       In 2000, ODW-USA raised $40,000 to contribute to Ciudad 
de Los Ninos, a project that works to feed, clothe, and educate 
children on the streets of San Salvador.
	 In its pilot year, 1999, ODW-USA raised $30,000 for 
The Goat Project of Haiti. This project provided rural Haitian 
youth with female goats and training in animal husbandry. 

ODW History
	 In the early 1960’s, Scandinavian high school 
students realized that 1.3 billion people worldwide live 
in poverty, and decided to take action. Young Norwegians 
were struck by the fact that every student in Norway was 
receiving nine years of free schooling, while most of the 
world’s young people had little or no education. They 
convinced their schools country-wide to suspend one day of 
classes each year to allow them to work and earn money for 
their less fortunate counterparts around the world.
	 Operasjon Dagsverk, which translates into English 
as Operation Day’s Work, was born. Over the years, the 
program has grown dramatically and has supported 
educational projects in 35 countries in Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America. By 1996, over 250,000 people had received 
direct aid in these developing countries from ODW. 
	 In Norwegian schools, ODW is preceded by 
“International Week,” during which students immerse 
themselves in the culture of the project country. The program 
focuses less on charity than on respect and similarity 
among young individuals who happened to be born into 
different environments and economic status. Even though 
ODW began in Sweden,   it was adopted all over Norway 
and spread to other Scandinavian countries. Today, ODW 
programs exist in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Iceland, and 
the United States. New ODW organizations are starting in 
Brazil and South Africa as well. 
	 In February 1998, the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) announced the 
creation of ODW in the USA. The agency decided to help 
U.S. students adopt the Norwegian youth-run program so 
that America’s youth could have a chance to learn about 
the world, while demonstrating their leadership ability. 
The goal was to make ODW-USA truly student run and 
available to students throughout the US.
	 The idea of bringing ODW to the US gained 
enthusiastic support from groups active in youth leadership, 
service learning, and education. ODW-USA member schools 
have one or more work days to raise money for the project 
they have helped select. These work days can be organized 
in many ways. Some schools hold work days on a school 
day, while others work on the weekend.
	 ODW-USA is in its the 11th year in the US. Its 
growth continues to fluctuate year-to-year with schools 
coming and going. Durning the last 3 years, we have 
consistently raised about $26,000/year, supporting a variety 
of projects in Africa, and Asia.
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